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Agenda

I. Plan Structure
II. Plan Process and Public Outreach



Plan Structure



Plan Overview
A policy document that establishes a long-range framework 
to guide land development, environmental protection, public 
services, housing, transportation, and the economy within 
unincorporated Washoe County.
The master plan has a community vision and then guides and 
shapes that vision with principles, policies, and actions 
that guide community enhancements.



Plan Jurisdiction
• Master plan for 

unincorporated Washoe 
County

• Excludes areas within the 
municipal boundaries of 
Reno and Sparks

• Excludes Tahoe Planning 
Area



Plan Structure
• Chapter 1 | Foundation: What are we 

doing and how did we get here?
• Chapter 2 | Vision: Our plan for building 

on and maintaining community character 
in Washoe County

• Chapter 3 | Implementation: Putting 
the plan into action

• Appendices



Chapter 1 | Foundation
I. Purpose
II. Plan Organization

I. Connection to Other Plans and 
Documents

II. Plan Hierarchy
III. Plan Process
IV. Public Engagement
V. What We Heard
VI. Planning Area Description

a. History of Plan Development 
b. How They Have Affected 

Development and Growth



Plan Structure
• Reshuffling of Elements to 

build from Regional Plan
• Combine all Elements into 

Chapter 2 of the Master 
Plan

• Revision of vision, 
principles, policies, and 
actions

• Move detailed standards 
into development code



Planning Areas
• Previously referred to as 

Area Plans
• Combining all plans into 

Chapter 2 of the Master 
Plan

• Refinement of character 
statements, principles, 
policies, and actions

• Move detailed standards 
into development code



Chapter 2 | Vision
I. Elements (as tiered from 

Regional Plan)
a. Population and Housing
b. Regional Form and 

Coordination
c. Conservation of Natural 

and Cultural Resources 
d. Adaptation and 

Resiliency
e. Land Use
f. Transportation
g. Public Services and 

Facilities



Chapter 2 | Vision

ELEMENTS
I. Existing Conditions
II. Principles and Policies

I. Introduction
II. Relevant Plans (linked)
III. Principles & Policies



Chapter 2 | Vision
PLANNING AREAS
I. Imagery
II. History and Existing Conditions
III. Development Opportunities & 

Constraints
• Key issues and 

opportunities
IV. Area Vision

• Refined character 
statement

V. Principles & Policies
• Priority goals and policies 

tiered from Elements



Chapter 2 | Vision
PLANNING AREAS
I. Master Plan Land Use Map

• Administrative boundaries
• Existing Master Plan Designations 

(no change from 2010 plan)
• Existing roads, parks, and open 

spaces



Chapter 3 | 
Implementation
I. Actions for each Element
II. Actions for Planning Areas* 

IMPLEMENTATION



Chapter 3 | 
Implementation

Expressions of community ideals. They are 
broad directions that establish ideal future 
conditions toward which policies are 
focused. 

Principles

Statements which further refine the principles and 
guide the County’s course of action to achieve the 
principles. They should guide decision-making and 
give clear indication of intent.

Policies

Detail steps needed to implement the 
principles and policies. 

• Development Code Revisions

• Plans, Studies, & Policies

• Programs & Resources

• Capital Projects 

Actions



Plan Process + Public Engagement



Alignment with NRS and 
the Regional Plan
• Structure builds from the 

2019 Truckee Meadows 
Regional Plan structure

• Incorporates Nevada 
statutory elements 

• References other County, 
State, and Regional 
planning efforts



Public Engagement Process
• Public engagement through 

both in-person and online 
methods

• Periodic meetings with each 
of the three committees

• Planning Commission 
Updates

• Periodic CAB presentations
• Regular Agency Updates



Public Engagement – by the Numbers

Why it’s Important
• Planning is 

fundamentally 
community oriented

• Sets foundation for 
future efforts and 
projects including 
development code 
updates, capital 
improvements

Questionnaire #2 Responses

In-Person Planning Area Comments

Online Planning Area Comments

Planning Area Online Draft Views

In-Person Draft Plan Events

Draft Plan Review

571

120

218

1595

16

1706





Guiding Principles & Fundamental Goals
Guiding Principles Fundamental Goals
✓ The update is Efficient.

✓ The update is Clear.

✓ The update is Accessible.

✓ The update is Supported by a 

broad range of stakeholders. 

✓ State and Regional Conformance

✓ Establishes clear distinction 

between policy and code 

✓ The distinctions made or implied 

between planning areas are real 

and legally defensible 

✓ A clear bridge exists between the 

master plan and development 

review 



Agency Collaboration

Why it’s Important
• Provides for cross-

jurisdictional 
coordination and 
communication

Individuals/Groups within Washoe County

Local Partner Agencies

Utility Agencies/Groups

State Agencies

Federal Agencies

Community Individuals/Groups

9

16

7

11

6

37



Draft Plan Outreach Series
• Latino Arte and Culture's Poetry Encounters | Teglia Paradise Park | August 5th | 11 AM – 4 

PM
• High Desert CAB | Gerlach Community Center |  August 10th | 6 PM
• Lazy 5 Music Series | Lazy 5 Regional Park |  August 16th | 5 – 7 PM
• Planner at Library | South Valleys Library |  August 17th | 4 – 5:45 PM
• All County Webinar | August 21st | 5:30 – 6:30 PM
• Planner at Library | Verdi Library | August 22nd | 4 – 5:30 PM
• Planner at Library | North Valleys Library | August 23rd | 4:30 – 6 PM
• Sierra School of Performing Arts | Hawkins Amphitheater | August 25th | 6:15 – 7:30 PM
• Bowers Mansion Bluegrass Festival | Bowers Mansion | August 26th | 9 AM – 2 PM



Draft Plan Outreach Series
• Spanish-language Open House | North Valleys Regional Park | August 28th | 5 – 7 PM
• Warm Springs Community Meeting| Regional Shooting Facility | August 30th | 6 PM
• South of the River Open House | South Valleys Library | August 31st | 5:30 - 7:30 PM
• Planning Commission Open House | Chambers Lobby County Commission | September 5th | 4 - 6 

PM
• North of the River Open House | North Valleys Regional Park | September 6th | 4 - 6:30 PM
• Board of Adjustment Open House | Commission Chambers Lobby | September 7th | 12 – 1:30 PM
• Planner at Library | Spanish Springs Library | September 13th | 4 – 5:45 PM
• Planning Commission Hearing | October 16th

• Board of County Commissioners Hearing | November 14th

• Board of County Commissioners 2nd Reading | December 12th



Upcoming Public Outreach & Next Steps



Next Steps & Upcoming Events
• Planning Commission Hearing | October 16th

• Board of County Commissioners Hearing | November 14th

• Board of County Commissioners 2nd Reading | December 12th

• Regional Planning Commission Conformance Review Hearing | Early 2024
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